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The Citizensô Guide is annually compiled and published by the 

Budget and Economic Development Administration Department. 

It is designed as both an educational and resource tool for  

readers wanting to learn more about El Paso County. This    

booklet provides the citizens of El Paso County with a broad                 

understanding of County  Government ð including its structure, 

relationship to other government bodies, statutory functions,    

fiscal management, community collaborations and key  

demographic comparisons with Coloradoôs other large counties. 

 

If you have additional questions or interests in El Paso County 

Government, please contact us at the address or phone number 

below. Other notable County contacts are provided throughout 

this publication for your consideration.   
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27 E. Vermijo, 5th Floor 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
 

Phone: 719-520-7755 

Fax: 719-520-6486 

Website: www.elpasoco.com 

 

   

For For For informationinformationinformation    visit  visit  visit  

www.elpasoco.com or    www.elpasoco.com or    www.elpasoco.com or    

phone 520phone 520phone 520---MEDS (6337).MEDS (6337).MEDS (6337).   
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   From the Desk of    

In 2011 El Paso County marks its sesquicentennial. For almost 150 

years El Paso County has been providing government services ranging 

from public safety and transportation to real estate records and  

marriage licenses. County archives include documentation for  

property sales involving the earliest settlers who came to the area. 

Handwritten ledgers from the County Treasurerôs Office detail  

payments of a dollar or two spent to buy groceries to supplement food 

grown by indigents who were staying at the County Poor Farm.  

Official records document births, deaths, real estate transactions,  

marriages, public meetings, criminal investigations and much more 

dating back to a time when gold miners and homesteaders were the 

backbone of our community.    

 

El Paso County was created in 1859 by the Jefferson Territorial  

Legislature, which wanted to breakaway from the Kansas and  

Nebraska Territories. But the Jefferson Territory was never officially 

sanctioned by the United States government and, in February of 1861, 

James Buchanan signed into existence the Colorado Territory. El Paso 

County was one of the original 12 counties organized by the Colorado 

Territorial government.  

 

The functions and responsibilities of the Board of County  

Commissioners, Sheriff, Coroner, District Attorney, Clerk and  

Recorder, Treasurer, Assessor and Surveyor are all defined by state 

laws.  Counties must operate jails, provide and maintain suitable 

courthouses and office facilities for the District Attorney. They must 

provide welfare services and are responsible for the proper conduct of 

elections, the collection of taxes for other political subdivisions within 

their boundaries, and the administration of many programs and  

services mandated by both the State and Federal governments.   
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Pikes Peak Workforce Center 

(PPWFC) 
Phone: 667-3700 

 

The PPWFC is a state agency administered through El Paso and Teller  

Counties. PPWFC connects vital businesses with work-ready job seekers and 

employer-driven services. PPWFC helps businesses solve their workforce-

related business problems and helps residents with career transition. 

 

PPWFC works closely with The Chamber, the Greater Colorado Springs  

Economic Development Corporation and other local organizations to bring 

new employers to the Pikes Peak region and retain current employers. 

 

Business owners and managers can request help from the agencyôs Business 

Relations Group. The PPWFC partners with businesses and organizations in 

the Pikes Peak region to deliver services and resources needed to train, hire 

and retain work-ready employees.  

 

Business services include:  

 

Recruiting and Personnel Services including job analysis, performance 

coaching, job matching and skills testing. 

 

Training and Education including customized training for employed  

workers and on-the-job training. 
 

Industry Expertise including community networking, industry               

networking and industry consultants 

 

For job seekers, PPWFC offers services to help them find and retain          

employment. This includes short-term vocational training and workshops on 

topics such as Basic Online Job Search, Résumé Writing, Managing Stress, 

Personality and Career Choice, Guided Job Search, Computer Basics,          

CareerScope, SkillsCheck (assessment of computer skills) and Success     

Profiler (emotional intelligence assessment). There is no charge for         

these workshops. 
 

Job seekers also can take advantage of networking groups that offer ongoing 

support, information about regional employment trends and sharing of job 

leads. These network groups include: 50-Plus, for those over 50 years old; 

Job Search Network Group; and Veterans Group, for veterans in need of            

specialized services. 
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Department of Health & Environment 
Phone: 578-3199 

 

The mission of the El Paso County Department of Health 

and Environment is to protect and promote public health 

and environmental quality in the community through     

people, prevention and partnerships. Most of the               

Departmentôs work is population-based, meaning that it focuses on improving 

the health of the entire community rather than addressing individual health 

care needs. The Health Department is organized into three service divisions: 

Disease Prevention and Control, Health Promotion and Health Services. 

 

In Spring 2009, a new flu virus strain known as H1N1 or ñSwine Fluò 

emerged and rapidly spread worldwide, resulting in the first novel flu        

pandemic in decades. The Health Department quickly responded, launching a 

comprehensive disease prevention and education campaign in collaboration 

with dozens of community partners ð including County and City agencies, 

community health centers, military installations, hospitals, schools and non 

profits. As a primary disease prevention measure, the Health Department held 

five large-scale H1N1 vaccination clinics throughout the County drawing 

more than 8,200 participants. The Health Department also managed the  

distribution of over 178,000 doses of H1N1 vaccine to regional health care 

providers and extended their outreach to residents 

via ongoing drop-in clinics at The  

Citadel and wide-ranging mobile clinics in  

collaboration with Peak Vista Community Health 

Centers and the Visiting Nurse Association.  

 

Some examples of disease prevention and        

wellness services provided to the community    

 in 2009 were: 
 

Immunizations: 10,596 

Breast and Cervical Cancer Screenings: 1,077 

Retail Food Establishment Inspections: 3,584 

WIC Program Monthly Caseload: 14,951 

WIC Food Vouchers Issued: $8,650,000 

Nurse Family Partnership Client Visits: 4,285 

Tobacco Prevention Outreach: 15,650 

Private Well Water Tests: 6,151 
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Affiliated County Agencies 

In 2010, El Paso In 2010, El Paso 

Countyôs general Countyôs general 

fund support of the fund support of the 

Health Dept. is   Health Dept. is   

$2.8 or $4.49 per $2.8 or $4.49 per 

citizen, per year   citizen, per year   

for public health for public health 

services in the services in the 

County. The      County. The      

majority of the  majority of the  

Departmentôs $16 Departmentôs $16 

million budget million budget 

comes from state comes from state 

and federal grants and federal grants 

and contracts.and contracts.  
 

 

Over the past 150 years defense, tourism, health, education and  

technology have joined agriculture and mining as underpinnings of our 

local economy. This County, which once relied on handwritten  

ledgers, now benefits from the sophistication and acumen of  

Information Technology, with easily accessible information posted on 

our website (www.elpasoco.com). E-mail addresses and telephone 

numbers for your elected officials and county departments are readily 

available, and an ever-growing library of informational videos can be 

found on our YouTube website linked from the Countyôs Home Page.  

 

More than 600-thousand residents now call El Paso County home.   

We are, by many estimates, Coloradoôs largest county and this  

Citizens Guide will give you a brief overview of our varied programs 

and services along with some of the challenges we face.    

 

As we mark 150 years of El Paso County government, we can       

celebrate the many innovations and efficiencies weôve found to help  

us provide county government services at the lowest taxpayer cost     

of any of Coloradoôs largest ten counties. But we can also reflect on  

El Paso Countyôs unchanging commitment to deliver local               

government services in a manner that is efficient, respectful,            

responsive and transparent.  

 

Regards, 

 

Dennis Hisey 

El Paso County Commissioner Chair 

 

the Commissioner Chair  
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Fountain Creek Watershed é 
 

 

On April 30 of 2009, the Colorado Legislature signed a 

landmark bill titled SB 141, which officially formed the 

Fountain Creek, Flood Control and Greenway District 

to oversee and regulate the Creekôs functional and  

scenic properties as a primary commercial and  

residential water drainage system for El Paso County. 

The newly formed  district is a legal entity extending 

across El Paso and Pueblo county boundaries with the            

constitutional authority to advise on and manage issues 

related to the creekôs water quality, flood plain issues 

and aesthetic value to the community.  

 

The 60-page piece of legislation was signed into law 

after more than three years of collective dialogue,     

debate and planning among the El Paso and Pueblo 

County commissioners, Colorado Springs and Pueblo 

City Council members, small cities and towns   

throughout the region, and a host of other vested public 

service and support agencies. El Paso County           

Commissioners Sallie Clark and Dennis Hisey weighed 

heavily into the planning and ratifying of this historic 

legislation, along with a number of other local, regional 

and State representatives reaching across political  

party lines.   

 

During the signing of SB 141, Coloradoôs governor        

summarized the significance of the billôs passage     

stating, ñThis represents an incredible collaborative                      

accomplishment between two counties, over an            

extremely contentious issue.ò  

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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Phone: 719-636-0000 
 

Protecting children and promoting self sufficiency 

are the overarching goals of the El Paso County 

Department of Human Services (DHS). DHS   

received 11,114 reports of child abuse or neglect 

in 2009.  Employees work with doctors, hospitals, 

law enforcement officials, schools and others to identify maltreatment, 

abuse and/or neglect. Services are focused on alleviating danger in order 

to protect children and, if possible, keeping the family intact.   
 

DHS is responsible for the administration of state and federal funding for 

low income families in El Paso County. During 2009, a monthly average 

of 21,325 households in El Paso County received food assistance  

compared to 16,219 in 2008. Financial resources that local families  

receive through DHS come from the federal government and translate to 

additional dollars invested in our community. According to the State Food 

and Nutrition Program, every $5 in food assistance benefits generates 

$9.20 in total community spending. There are a wide variety of programs 

at DHS that guide those receiving assistance toward self sufficiency. 
 

Department of Human Services Focus Areas: 
 

Child Care Services 

Domestic Violence, Substance 

Abuse,  

    Physical/Mental Health Issues 

Community Resources  

Adoption and Foster Programs 

Community Child Protection 

Juvenile Sex Offender Program 

Center on Fathering 

Community Mentoring 

Education Achievement 

Alternative Schools 

Community Partnerships 
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Department of Human Services 

In 2010, El Paso In 2010, El Paso 

County has budgeted County has budgeted 

general fund support general fund support 

of $25 million to      of $25 million to      

Human Services. The Human Services. The 

remainder of their remainder of their 

$57.6 million $57.6 million   

projected annual projected annual 

budget will be funded budget will be funded 

by the federal and by the federal and 

state government.state government.  



 

 

 
 

 

Enterprise Zone Program 
El Paso Countyôs Enterprise Zone  

Program provides incentives for      

existing businesses to expand and for 

new businesses to locate in             

economically distressed areas of the 

County. Local businesses that make     

Capital investments, hire new  

employees, conduct training for employees, contribute to economic  

development plans, rehabilitate old buildings, or perform research and  

development in the Enterprise Zone may be eligible for thousands of dollars 

in tax credits on their annual Colorado income tax filings. Over $3.5 million 

in local business credits were certified in 2009  
 

The El Paso County Enterprise Zone converts business tax liabilities into 

working capital, while positively impacting our local economy. Businesses 

and individuals contributing to El Paso County Enterprise Zone-approved non 

profits also are eligible for State income tax credits equal to 25% of their 

monetary contributions.         
 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 
Funded through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD), the CDBG Program offers local governments and their citizens the 

opportunity to address a wide range of unique community development needs 

focused primarily on low- and moderate-income residents. In 2009, El Paso 

County was approved to receive HUD funding for planned CDBG projects ð 

including street and sidewalk/infrastructure improvements, access to public 

services and facilities, economic development and affordable housing.  
 

2009 CDBG funding for El Paso County totaled $961,111 and was applied to 

17 community-wide projects ð including a new library in Peyton, a  

Veteranôs Memorial in Fountain, street and pedestrian improvements in      

Calhan and Fountain, a new sewer system for Ramah and a mobile health van 

serving rural residents and supporting public service programs. 
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Budget and Economic Development Department 

In 2009, contributions to   

eligible El Paso County     

Enterprise Zone projects     

totaled nearly $4 million. 

 

 
 

 

Military Buffer Zone é 
 

 

Fort Carson has distinction as the Countyôs largest          

employer and the Stateôs second largest employer, with 

nearly 20,000 troops representing the Mountain Post. 

This long-established military installation and its  

personnel contribute significantly to the local economy 

and national security ð serving alongside the nationôs 

armed forces to protect and defend our liberties at home 

and abroad. El Paso County Commissioners and other 

local officials are dedicated to maintaining Fort           

Carsonôs vital presence in the Pikes Peak region and 

have demonstrated that commitment through both 

legislative action and hands-on support.   

 

In January 2009, the County Commissioners approved 

$370,000 in federal funding to purchase vacant property 

along Fort Carsonôs eastern boundary so that it remains 

undeveloped for future military base expansion and       

operations. This initiative is part of an ongoing program 

established in 2005, utilizing Department of Defense 

funding. Additionally, County Commissioners have      

concertedly petitioned State legislators in ongoing         

support of expanding the Armyôs Pinon Canyon            

Maneuver Site to facilitate additional military personnel 

and advanced field training. El Paso Countyôs leadership      

understands the mission-critical roles and inherent value 

of our local military, and will continue to advocate for 

their permanent residence in the Pikes Peak region.     

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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Substance Abuse Support é 
 

 

El Paso County has an unfortunate notoriety for its high      

incidence of substance abuse in comparison to State and     

national figures. Coinciding with this serious social and 

health issue is the Countyôs longstanding shortage of       

support services and facilities for chronic alcohol and drug 

addictions, which was compounded by the closure of the  

regional Lighthouse detox facility early in 2009 ð largely 

due to shrinking funding from financially strapped          

community partners. In late February of 2009, dozens of   

representatives from government agencies, non-profit         

organizations, health care and substance recovery groups,   

law enforcement, emergency response and citizens-at-large  

filled the County Commissionersô Hearing Room to voice 

their concerns over continued treatment and care for a large 

number of individuals battling or impacted by substance 

abuse throughout the County.  

 

Resulting from this gathering and numerous other private  

and public discussions related to the communityôs substance 

abuse problem was an initiative by the County Sheriffôs     

Office ð championed by the County Commissioners and 

other local officials ð to build and operate a new detox   

facility in tandem with their jail expansion. The new  

40-bed substance abuse treatment  center opened in  

December 2009 and will be funded primarily through  

renewed contracts and contributions from the local hospital 

systems, the State of Colorado, Pikes Peak United Way  

and other local public  service agencies. Building costs for 

the Criminal Justice Center expansion and in-house detox 

center were covered  by Immigration and Customs  

Enforcement (ICE) funding that the Sheriffôs Office receives 

for jailing undocumented inmates.  

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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Development Services 
Phone: 719-520-6300 
 

The El Paso County 

Development Services 

Department provides a 

full range of planning 

and land use review 

services, as well as 

enforcement of the 

land use code.         

Development Services 

uses a ñcost-of-serviceò based fee system with the ongoing support of the           

development community. This department also has taken on the                 

added responsibility of collecting Use Taxes* for construction materials at 

the time building permits are filed with the County. This process has     

significantly increased efficiency and transparency in the collection     

process, resulting in increased revenues reinvested into the community. 

(*See page 9 for more information on Use Tax collections.) 

 

Development Services has a team-based project management approach, 

bringing together planners, engineers and other industry specialists to   

ensure effective, convenient and comprehensive customer service.  
 

The Development Services Department consists of 24 FTEs. 
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Development Services Department 

Development Services 2010 Budget: 
 

Personnel               $     726,624 

Operating              $     497,728           

Capital                                         $       89,987 

               $  1,314,339 



 

 

 
 

 

Solid Waste  
Phone: 719-520-7878 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal and Recycling  
(Funded solely by the Solid Waste Disposal Site and Facility Usersô Fund)  
 

The Solid Waste Disposal Site and Facility Usersô 

Fund was created by the County Commissioners in 

1990 to help develop short-term and long-range 

plans concerning hazardous waste, environmental 

education and recycling in the County. All funding 

comes entirely from service charges collected at 

three landfills in El Paso County. 
 

The El Paso County Household Hazardous Waste Facility, located at 3255 

Akers Drive, is where the citizens of El Paso and Teller counties can  

properly dispose of their household chemical waste, electronic equipment 

and medical waste. Homebound citizens can request to have their house-

hold hazardous waste products picked up. 
 

In addition, the Solid Waste Disposal Site and Facility Usersô Fund 

sponsors the seasonal Black Forest Wildfire Mitigation Program, as 

well as a year-round yard waste collection program. It also provides the 

public with information through flyers available at the facility, on-site 

facility tours, community outreach programs and on the County website 

(www.elpasoco.com). Educational resources include publishing a 

recycling directory designed to assist residents in locating businesses that 

recycle materials and products other than those accepted at the facility. 

 

 
 

 

 
.  
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Community Services Department Continued ... 

Solid Wasteôs 2010 Budget: 
 

Personnel               $     407,104 

Operating              $     700,419           

Capital                                            $                0 

               $  1,107,523 

 

 

 
 

Transportation Projects é 
 

 

Utilizing Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority 

(PPRTA) funding via a one-percent sales tax approved 

by voters in 2004 to address critical road, bridge and            

transportation needs, El Paso Countyôs Transportation      

division literally has been pounding the pavement to       

upgrade major roadways identified by PPRTA to               

accommodate increased and expanded vehicle traffic.  

 

Major road projects completed or near completion in 

2009 include: South Academy, Baptist Road, Akers 

Drive, Struthers Road and the Woodmen Road             

Expressway. Finalized in June 2009, the Woodmen     

project expanded the prominent east-west corridor to four 

lanes and represents a true collaborative effort with the 

City of Colorado Springs, Woodmen Road Metropolitan 

District, Colorado Department of Transportation,        

Federal Highway Administration and the citizens of      

El Paso County.  

 

Future PPRTA projects in El Paso County include 

Hodgen, Marksheffel, Meridian, County Line and Judge 

Orr road. The Countyôs annual PPRTA project budget is 

approximately $10-15 million, depending on individual 

project start and completion schedules. El Paso County 

has more than 2,000 lane-miles of paved and unpaved 

roadways requiring routine maintenance and/or upgrades.    

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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ñGreenò Initiatives é 

 

Despite El Paso Countyôs substantial reductions in staff 

and departments stemming from revenue shortages,     

Environmental Services remains a key outreach program 

to our citizens ð including countywide recycling efforts 

to reduce landfill use and the harmful effects of chemical 

and biological pollutants. The Countyôs Household    

Hazardous Waste Collection Facility, located at 3255 

Akers Drive, accepts a variety of residential-based      

hazardous products, such as paints, lawn and garden 

chemicals, cleaning agents, vehicle fluids, batteries and      

electronics. Beginning in September 2009, the County 

expanded its approved waste collection items to include 

home-use medical needles/sharps to address a growing 

number of citizens utilizing home-based and self-

administered health care and maintenance options.   

 

The Household Waste Collection Facility serves more 

than 11,000 residences annually. In 2009, the facility  

recycled over 239,000 pounds of electronic waste, 62,000 

gallons of paint, 8,700 pounds of household batteries and 

1,900 gallons of antifreeze. The facility also diverted 

over 500 drums of toxic materials from local landfills to 

an EPA-certified incinerator for proper disposal. Days 

and hours of operation are Monday-Thursday, from         

7 a.m. to 5 p.m., and the  second Saturday of each month 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information about the 

Countyôs Household Hazardous Waste Collection and 

Medical Needle Disposal programs, call 520-7878 or  

visit them online:  

http://adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services         

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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Environmental Services 
Phone: 719-520-7656 
 

The Environmental Services Division 

manages duties related to  

Environmental Compliance, Forestry & 

Noxious Weeds, Natural Resources and 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal, 

and Recycling.   

 

Environmental Compliance ensures that County-owned and  

Operated facilities are compliant with all local, state 

and federal environmental regulations. 

 

Forestry & Noxious Weeds develops and               

implements policies, procedures and standards for  

efficient mapping, monitoring, enforcement,             

education and control of tree diseases, forest pests and 

noxious weeds. 

 

Natural Resources ensures compliance with laws 

pertaining to threatened and endangered species and 

wetlands, monitors conservation easements and reviews subdivision  

development plans for environmental impacts.  

 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal and Recycling  
See Solid Waste on the following page. 

 

Environmental Services consists of 9 FTEs. 
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Yellow Toadflax 

Community Services Department Continued ... 

Environmental Services 2010 Budget: 
 

Personnel               $     208,351 

Operating              $     129,726           

Capital                                    $                0  

               $      338,077 



 

 

 
 

 

Parks 
Phone: 719-520-6375 
 

County Parks is responsible for over  

7,100 acres of parks, trails and open space.          

Regional parks provide a wide range of 

amenities such as pavilions, turf play 

fields, restrooms and playgrounds. Open space is 

preserved in its natural state. The regional trail     

system is a multi-purpose, non-motorized, recreational and transportation 

system that links major regional park and open space areas with towns and           

communities throughout the County. The Parks division facilitates  

interpretive "natural and historical" services that offer residents  

opportunities to discover the diverse environments of regional parks 

through the Bear Creek and Fountain Creek Nature Centers.  

 

The Parks Division also is charged with providing grounds maintenance 

for County-owned property ð including the Judicial Building, Metro Jail, 

Pikes Peak Center, Centennial Hall, County Office Building, County   

Professional Building, Criminal Justice Center, Department of Human 

Service buildings and the Department of Health and Environment. 

  

The Parks Division consists of 29 FTEs. 
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Community Services Department 

Parksô 2010 Budget: 
 

Personnel               $      567,256 

Operating              $      328,789  

Capital                                        $                  0 

               $       896,045 
 

 
 

 

Revenues and Budget Planning é 

 

In accordance with El Paso Countyôs Citizens Budget  
Oversight Committee (CBOC), County offices, officials 
and staff  consistently pursue timely, innovative and cost-
saving measures to ensure successful and sustained services 
for our citizens. One such initiative has been the Countyôs          
restructuring of use tax assessment and collection processes 
related to taxes on construction and building materials, 
which was introduced in April 2009. Prior to this date, 
County use tax collections involved both the City of      
Colorado Springs and Colorado Department of Revenue. 
This patch-work process caused confusion for building   
contractors and vendors, and did not ensure that use taxes 
were appropriately recovered or reimbursed back to the 
County ð encouraging some builders to purchase and ship         
materials from outside the State to avoid paying the 
Countyôs citizen-approved, one-percent use tax.   
 

Spearheaded by Commissioner Jim Bensberg and supported 
by the Colorado Springs Housing and Building Association, 
the new procedure utilizes the Regional Building              
Department to coordinate the collection of County-wide use 
tax when building plans and permits are issued. Audits also 
are conducted by the County rather than the State or City, 
ensuring that collected revenues remain and are re-invested 
in the County. The revised system offers building              
contractors several options for paying and verifying use 
taxes, all subject to auditing: 
 

Option 1: Contractors charged use tax applying formula 
that values the cost of building materials at 40% of total 
construction expenses, paid when permit is granted. 
 

Option 2: Contractors keep all receipts for building          
materials and use tax is calculated and collected during      
the final building inspection or issuance of a certificate      
of occupancy.   
 

Option 3: Contractors purchase materials and pay regular 
sales tax in lieu of the use tax. 

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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Prescription Discount Program é 
 

With strong support and involvement from the Board of 

Commissioners, El Paso County launched a free          

prescription discount program in July 2009 ð sponsored 

by the National Association of Counties (NACo) and 

made available to all County residents, regardless of age, 

income, health status or existing health coverage. There 

is no cost to the County, tax payers or consumers to          

participate in the program, and no enrollment forms, 

membership fees or use restrictions apply. In addition to 

over 80 local participating pharmacies, the prescription 

discount card is accepted at nearly 59,000 locations      

nationwide ð offering card carriers savings on  

medications averaging almost 23%, with some  

prescription savings reaching as high as 40-50%.   

 

Since the programôs induction, El Paso County has  

distributed tens of thousands of discount cards in  

collaboration with County offices and community       

partners ð including the Pikes Peak Library District, 

Pikes Peak Workforce Center, Department of Human 

Services and Health Department. The prescription  

discount card also is available online at: 

www.elpasoco.com. 

 

An estimated 80,000 El Paso County residents are       

uninsured or underinsured, and other residents may      

require medications not covered or ñcappedò by their  

current health plans. In 2009, nearly 3,000 citizens     

utilized the prescription discount card and saved more 

than $62,000 over retail costs for their medications.   

2009 El Paso County Highlights 
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Transportation and Fleet 
Phone: 719-520-6460 
 

The Transportation and Fleet divisions of the 

Public Service Department are                   

responsible for constructing and maintaining 

the Countyôs road system that consists of    

approximately 2,050 of paved and gravel roads.   

 

The Highway Group is responsible for ongoing road 

maintenance that includes pothole repair, bridge 

maintenance, gravel road maintenance and repair, 

stormwater / culvert maintenance and right-of-way 

mowing. The crews also complete snow plowing / 

ice removal on County roads.      

 

The Engineering Group oversees the design and 

construction of road projects, completes surveying and inspection         

services, oversees the stormwater management program, performs        

traffic operations efforts and completes long-range traffic planning. 

  

In addition to Road and Bridge funds, capital and maintenance road     

projects are also financially supported by the Pikes Peak Rural          

Transportation Authority (PPRTA). The County Engineer oversees all  

activities performed by the Transportation Division.    

 

The Fleet Division is responsible for the maintenance of approximately 

1,040 pieces of equipment ranging from tandem dump trucks to mowers 

that are used by most departments to complete County operations.  
 

Transportation and Fleet consists of 187 FTEs. 
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Public Services Department 

Transportation and Fleetôs 2010 Budget: 
 

Personnel               $ 11,383,745 

Operating              $   9,092,953           

Capital                                    $   1,662,675 

               $ 22,139,373 
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Public Trustee 

Thomas Mowle 
Phone: 719-520-6780 

    

 

 

The Public Trustee is appointed by the Governor of Colorado. 

 

The Public Trustee releases deeds of trust and protects the rights of      

borrowers and lenders during foreclosure on properties in El Paso County. 

The Public Trusteeôs Office is committed to providing service and  

education regarding foreclosure proceedings, serving as a liaison between 

the lender and the homeowner during foreclosure proceedings, and  

ensuring that homeowners are aware of their rights under Colorado Law. 

The Public Trusteeôs Office compensates El Paso County for facilities and 

support provided by the County. 

 

The Public Trusteeôs Office is staffed by 10 employees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Public Trusteeôs 2010 revenues are expected to be 

nearly $1.3 million, generated through statutory fees for 

foreclosures and releases of deeds of trust. All personnel 

and operating expenses are covered by fees. Excess funds 

are transferred to the El Paso County general fund. 
 

Appointed by Governor (State Office) 

Public Trusteeôs 2010 Budget: 
 

Personnel               $        738,921 

Operating              $        242,334  

Capital                                    $                 0 

                                      $       981,255* 

 

 

 

 

National Honors Received é 
 

The National Association of Counties (NACo) bestowed 

multiple awards to El Paso County in July 2009 at a     

high-profile and heavily attended national event hosted in     

Nashville, TN. El Paso Countyôs commendations            

represented a wide range of strategic initiatives and          

campaigns heralded by NACo for ñé promoting quality, 

efficient and responsive managementò on behalf of 

County citizens and community partners.  

 

El Paso Countyôs 2009 NACO Achievement Award      

winning initiatives and corresponding departments/

agencies included: Reinventing the Records Center,     

submitted by the Information Technology division; Sales 

Tax Analysis and Reporting Database, submitted by the 

Budget and Finance divisions; Recycled Materials Graffiti 

Abatement Program, submitted by the Environmental   

Services division; Defining a Successful Partnership with 

a Non-profit Organization, submitted on behalf of the 

Bear Creek and Fountain Creek Nature Center Docent   

Programs; South Academy Improvement Project,            

submitted on behalf of the Pikes Peak Rural              

Transportation Authority and County Department of      

Transportation; and the Fountain Valley Senior Services        

Program, submitted on behalf of the Fountain Valley    

Senior Center.  

 

These nationally acclaimed campaigns represent hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in operational savings and          

revenues for El Paso County, in addition to important      

infrastructure upgrades and environmental preservation/

improvement  projects, all of which ultimately benefit   

local taxpayers and the community as a whole.   
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